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AL-AZYA 




Humanism and its Elements-A Study of Qur'anic Thought (In the Light of 
Contemporary Urdu Exegesis) 



Abstract: 


Humanism is an ethical philosophy, emphasizing reason, freedom of thought and human 
centered values, rejecting all supernatural explanation of reality. This life stance affirms 
that human beings have the right to give meaning and shape to their own lives. Major 
trend of this philosophy is anti-religious and negation to God. Humanism began as a 
reaction to the predominance of religion during the middle ages in Europe. The religion 
was criticized and led to the extreme view that "Man is the Measure of all things". 
Humanism has performed a revolutionary role in the changes and evolution of human 
beliefs and sociology. Humanism has become a movement in religion's history which is 
accepted as a fashion and agenda. It has changed the spiritual bases, even super 
naturalists also convinced to the supremacy of human being. It is also the base of 
Democracy, Capitalism, Secularism, Nationalism, Liberalism and Communism. On the 
other hand, Islam stands on its own self-sufficient philosophy and worldview, without 
needing an extraneous philosophy. Muslim scholars reject the basic philosophical 
premise of humanism that humans-rather than God-are the measure of all things. So, in 
the present paper it would be analyzed that if Humanism compatible to Islam or Islam 
itself gives a comprehensive and complete system for the well-being of humanity, both 
in this life and hereafter? Islam teaches that God is the ultimate source of the moral 
values, and the Qur'an lays down a consolidated ethical system anchored in eternally 
valid and life-enriching moral principles. Some Muslims have the opinion that core 
values of Humanism are compatible to Islamic worldview. In this article giving a brief 
introduction to the Humanism, critics of exegetes are described to clear, rather this 
philosophy is acceptable to Islam or a comprehensive and successful social system could 
be designed without Divine commandants. 
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<L~ l—flj&ifl} I jt 

(j.|^l^Tl(^(Factors)wUlJ "£i 
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c 

:^U'cJyj~ i -j^^-('y > -Z‘^—(Lamont Corliss)t/~^l^i-t^(i^ J 
It is a philosophy of joyous service for the greater good of all humanity in this natural 
world and advocating the method of reason,science and democracy. 3 
j>\if* [^‘J^jJ)\J\ f%f) 

(.-z-tJ'jstiSiJ*' iJ’ijjif 

^£}~el-^i ^k-~i fw j/(J>M(£l/( 

—^(J^^CRationaOej^ 1 if"U j 

2-1* ifC D ivine Intervention)(J j>I ff 

ijft&jilif* f df f'* -f- > ff if ff 
^ 3^ £- Uj d. & £- 3* <L Irlf LI jy^ f, ^/Jb>i <£ <£ 

jtjxf£L-u ^(Rcvision)j tf 1 j> l(Evaluation)jtv>J<(Ob servati on) 
4 j\ 3 \ sjj\/i y alJlfil^LdiiJlJI >jin-3 d*tj, ( ijjf-cij) 
if j;\ if 3f" ^^d >J i (j^^^(Humanism)f^# 

&2—//^U i if I *Xl &2—^(Combined )*—% T c— <L~ J)fuf\j)!j I 

{$/» iffftf-fiJilffti—/\y^ yt i\f\ i} if i/'£~J[lf 

/d- /) if&‘ 

"Humanism is also any philosophy which recognizes the value or dignity of 
man and makes him the measure of all things or somehow takes human nature, 
its limits, or its interest as its theme." 5 

6 / (Jr£f'*l/ £lJj>\c —/ 'y f^‘f Ij J) £ ‘{J% !tCfJ~^if\ fff' if) 

(-2. <r-c^Fjz^ybl fXjt^if}c)lj£ 
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i j>\ Jr~j ^JT lX± & 0\ Z—s: L-fajfo f f i/I if ('y > Z‘ 

(^(Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics) 
Humanism in philosophy is opposed to Naturalism and Absolutism; it designates the 
philosophical attitude which regards the interpretation of human experience as the primary 

concern of all philosophizing and asserts the adequacy of human knowledge for this 

6 

purpose. 

UC\ if ’Cj* (S'vij/l j/*) 

^if<L~f, juw 

f 'y^tK.^CUndogmatic) ftslyf 

Education Free ) f/&>-/> s'f c /& iS}X<L~ 

_<£_(ffom Indoctrination 

6 

j\p\*-£ r zf j\Jj[ Jlj\ 2 L-/} 

jfc ^/! f J£«. — f\jZ? ^}f ii)J& d-’foy' Sf{f/l 

7 

L 

fiji/iJ^ fijOi-uZjiJiii^Oi Cr ^Zf j£ j»i^Zf j»! yl Jsy/jztL Jy 

f/ uy jt 

J<yj)< fif/i >» fyi/i jt)) j'<^fj*\ 

-<^Z& fj—if 

-3M)^ * Jf 

<C~ A" A _<£_ 1 4 j\)f&S j}\ (Ji£l tjt J?- <L- cAU ft L~ (Aristotle: BC322 

t3ty 8 -^J^ Wellbeing) if ?ff* JfZ A) <J^ fzhislis 
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“the time to live is [f' t\& 1 7 f ^ _^r>(Seneca:2BC~65AD) 

10 ,n V> ” 

_l^(J*^now 

vjj<£l(Renaissance)^L"styJ^vy(Jr^ 

>^ 1 ji\\d j$>'J'/%' eftsLd ij^)jdL^\!?s 

^ % Jj\f& i ^i^yy;i 

jy*jj}l <ld jy*j vU)/"_--r2 J?f I^A^^Rationalism^y^vy 

(){$'£;-> Si** f\ 
{SynY'\~£\ f £-d" 'fi y v d)ii — 

^Li^tZlc /*" J*’ & sjJ yu 

11 ~yalj\ '/) Ji j)**‘ d^s^ddjjy**<^7 \ J)**?.[/ 

fl^^lsTSkepticismX-C^ [J\ 

jtijr^[jf L -If SdJ^^S^ 

’jzc/f'l <Sf n -dfj)) z&tj\ LJ‘T\iq Origin of Species”^J^(jchv(j(J^ 

(3^ ^^l?*Zl(Agnosticism)kicvjlil(ji /<4- L<& 6$*i 

i £yj iJj\bs,JytJl*liJ^ijZd\?j£'2 .—/Ofl (Ethics)i^ Jll^l d^lS 1 - 

Oohn Stuart Mill: 1806- J' vi( (Jeremy Bentham: 1748-1832) 
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‘.JjV'&W,<(?3QJgJ 
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Zl l (\ijl: /"i kS/Kt Zl ( / 'y > tr< (ji (Humanism 

: <£_ {/ U. jt v/li 

c/y>4; 1^ 4 .& 0 &I (j^ y vi>Ji jlyi fl7 yjf ksAyf (J^!v 

ij./‘iS\?'j)i ijjiji <if / ij)0) zL. </L ijiOi ij^ 1 i*i/ //• <L~ jfjO iS^/ j>i 

15 "-^jyji£fi 

(Viewpoint)^ 

(//yh(Creative Work) 

(X( lili/ZlciJftiJf'UfZlS0)t>l/& ISU'^l/ Zl(J>*V jl)l" 

17m „ 

~y: 

\$2L} iLsJOj'L £^j&j}\ c^GvjuV 

(/ui iL Zl (/>■) Ji£l vh Jlfilj'f jiU^L. ki/ (/iJli^f vt^* I£ k_-^ 

vif (Pi iA/*vil«^ 3* £ k^y* (j>‘) vi l 
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jJJ <2—f z+f cL-iJ f*l/ iij /”,jyUi 

jjuJjif >"i; ^ (31 )j5 r \jt jh ij£y 
jv j^jf £ f \J'f'M 

=U?D> 

(c/ (J^s>^)Deed not Creed 
(dl^^^GO Good without God 
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{J\^\)\7 <L.\J^ »yi 

tl^j/J> \) S — Z'ljLs?JlS J)I‘C)J?‘ i^cJL/t J&l £—\s> 

ij?/\J2 tj~££f i j£jiJi2—i)2— t^/vlvil^ZlUjci 

>J%1))7. i/jg jZj&l IT <£~^^ j)i *z,y> jJ> ^C\ 

S Stephen Law J'i (/. <£.(T'TiX£?’ Ujt"^ 

:^t\rU'iJ* jtiJj^2—17^Humanism-A very Short Introduction 
XC?’ Uj (invaluable Tools) M? » J~* if* <jt IT (T'zJ -1 

£L~ (Rational Scrutiny)/^/ ^If oJ&iJ* fliziij’ dZ-kL-lrlif [d'^/yiUis 

jtf (Off-limits)ytJL 
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ifs* ^ijXSjZff^&bff Ji^!_^l<j(Autonomy)(JvC^j/(Jj !f f> } A(y* % - 5 

f\ff /iL-&S (External Authority)^(J.vL? 

~^~f ffyjjLji-6 

21 -^JC(Neutral) 

JiiffscL-jfif-f\&JJ fiSteif cA>>^*l 

—K()lr'l l jrijjlyli— lyi-^i-Jll^^l Jlvkicl^ 

W ytjl3l"if b)^ i}Ij(J'IjZ£-1/ijLI 

ijjf iXi-<z-ij‘j\f f ffuf^f jyfyf * r *f*iji'} 

iff Sifffffj>\f ‘fj‘^;>l £)\fj) f tjjO\£‘£-ft>)\s fi * f 

-Z-ljbf 

c 1 ♦ ~ 

\A f / iJ^f ZtfU’/^f’ ffi2~fiff 
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^>ls) iS<^l^-UZl—J'i,\jj S dl&i d) ?\A siC* J* i}/** u2 2 Cj 

y£ ifhr'zf'-tf-Jif if if' ij^^if ifi 

\M.^JJ& jt jjy*!ljl)sl^L\ "flS'jjlrlJj”-<^3lr(Jji£^fil)jLJ>J>» J lj'jS‘l?fjfijC'js'l^Jt? 

' Jk‘U^ s„^.d -»•‘^Igfafj^is^if'iJ'cJLji J&d? cjO^ / 

i/i c—ij (/jjh-^-UT i^x* c— iS^j> £— ^ u~ /" 

*>S^ *<L<L[J o P 

d"\(jiJjZtjjtf c/^ *3y£\ Sd^^.’d ijt (ZJ'iji} 

vplZl^l/lj ^y 5 ** c—j&\ tC-cJk? j>\ 

A- d-d dl — fJdvii £J>/d t-Zfy^f 

^SsAf jjI lJjlJZ{$J <z~cJI m j'^-goblJSI j>\£.j£* 

j\did?dd[f‘ d" £^-J‘^ , [Ai^c[ JJ ^d'6^r y dj'^dd’i/i‘^^iU'1 

25 Jsiji^j\J-^ji 

dd>JtS^ J * S f^dd/^‘~ < ~~d'Sd > (J^y Sf^-cd £ <£_lrlf <S 
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ji^i ijj^y 

ijUl Good without God t/ [S^-^(^ (ju^v 

The human being is a god to humanity" or "god is nothing [other than] the human being to 
himself. 26 

tjA iS^O ifil iy,\hs ijlislj*? 

Islamic morality begins with the renunciation of all adoration outside God, be it 
adoration of the self (egoism), or adoration of our own handicrafts (idols, 
superstitions) etc.; and the renunciation of all that degrades humanity (atheism, 

... n 27 

injustice etc. A 

/JjjjjiSjZ iZfj'l/ J\‘(eyi 

-(tyi .£■ .:)}€ 

J'l fl?* (J J)i i*$ (jlJsl jt ijf j$i 

%<£jl7 

—/Oui fJ eJ \)L~\L~\cJ 

i k $j\£i)jbJ'tyJ?\s , £- (JjII _ /l)ij(klj)l{j)l 

~ 8 -£-C&J'ijtf <£-j\) I ifyt^ jjI 
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7 29 -^l/Uf }&j\sS(( fuMuZj'M dj 

jt ji i <>f z '-£*? £ \s !&£—/» i/Ov £~ jfi <£_ o) ^Jy" i? ^‘z' i/1 J ^ 

feftuui 

3 °^l Als> j ^jjJI 4J ^yL^-lseJi 4_UI IjJLIjlIJ L 03 

:ut |j>*;f l# (J ivO*^ 

\/ j^ 7‘ c^.ij 4>y Uli? ^jjh 

(^r((JiP>i , i-^i*fc; ji^(^(‘b'if >1 ^ tfjpiiZ—ijpjt Jiybijs^j'i/ iJ'ifj'^^ y* 

-CJz y 'jU'\J'&yzj^ iS‘k^jj^J^i/1 b /[/1 jlf 

3 1 _<£_U.Jf (*/.ylf (Jl(JvL y (j£.Avy? Zl l/1 1 W?.<£_ 

W / M 

l/^ Zl </L*u Jr^ / Ifl^ J)I iJjiff<iS/& l>>^ ^'tt/b'i Zl 

c^LtlJl ^>\) (L~ (Ji£l (^yiT-^ J^ I^Uv(/(>i£ l^lyl j" } 

c— Jl£l^—< jiUjAl SJlfil c^yiT jIAiJ’* l J"i_>f 

£T .JiJrc^lyff'l/ yjl c^Uo/^yb l^(//(J jUjI J" 

_<i_ 

4 

.yiy*^—;U* s){JrJ'‘ i}^^i)^ nS" 

'J 4 S& (f / t f j}\/jtf\$i&i<£(D/i 
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i&lcL/l — /ftlfc^bl^ij^’{Jljls_<k--/ft ft-c-t\?Sift jft\)bL-yft zft) 

n -eft? aft. jl?fL.Zkft 4 ft*" 1 

ft lj t^l J,\ C^I,e*‘lJjbbj‘jZj, yf ‘ dJljC‘ds\il‘lJjS ijZ (ft (^T*l / ljj Ol 

^ti'jiZ^USeft ft ftc^jSJ'ic^&ft *jZft ftfi^i-uzft.jc^ic^l^fti 

/ j,ic^lftjZ ft2 — j,\^ ft>,ikZj'i-* Jr^^jifteui 

-cftft yiftft {? ftcc-e^/Z^P ^ ftQ‘Jjcftftp&/C ; J v^((J.lr' ft'ft 

b_,j\} ftftbftftS* Jttijft ,Zft 2—*£—,{/j,tf' 7 j! i}fti” jc > 2oft^'^i)*i 
if 1 l ftUM ft Z—yiZ—SX&i ft1) \J! j,i jft Z-iji ^y* % Jft-c— 


;!>/ ) 


/£*f c^ij,/ „\* Zft m)\~ c~tb UjZiJIj? Jiie^fiZ^-ftlSft*)^ 
ftlJi^yiXilft^cJi£lk r ^l^ft'‘iJjZ — ftc^f ft' ftS> J^\ Ze*^ ft \ft ft -C—tZ^ 

IwS—>1 *S j\{JZ<^~ f\J\/~ljj( 

li! Ijlil ^JJIj f 4 JJI *144 1314_iT <111 ijj-s o^ 3 -'^*■'4 0 “^' 0^*3 


33 


f <JJ ^ 


j>\‘ {j% <LX'.iJ'' < & j> js\ ftJ,y„ir' Zeii£j)cLift^ ft) 

Z&Z/.CL-^^ ftJLj, ftJ ^*2 ft2\e-<£-.b 4l \sZeJlft J%0^,Z 

Ljjft^ft/ft 

ft ft/ft eft, ^ ^ fte ft L ftb ft/J‘ftP J ft 

£*f 3 A -U%CL-,jl} ft ift ft ftb 1 —ft ft ft J,l£*f CL- 0 >/‘ i)/.'w^tZ-^jL-Ue—lf- 

CL-,?, ft ft' ‘Uj {}* Cs\?., J,\ wU-f ft ft £*/~C~ ('* 1 * tfftl/jil ft ‘ eft ftl ft b } 

1 zJ viJc^L^ cl-^jZlj ftc-^J}/ 0 jh* -ft/ft'ft? ft c^i —/ 'c*f Ze ft~e>/ !) 
fi c^ijfti]J lp ,^eift/c^/c^ft~z^if / ftft/{SzZ 
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tL’J/Wsju -£Vl fi&iJ la/ij^i 35 -^^ 
‘Z&A-iC j’u^l. t :/c^ ji,/. g- ji A Ji\ f- &J* JjA k o^i ( d#i f2- 

I 4 I i»-^tf<zL <£ (jlP J/lf&_vUv w vV fej ju l/Av 

36 _^ L“/i ^ lA £ f- ^ i ^ l/ ! w -f-Irts/il 

Jr'j^i/hjldlG~l‘ijiiJ'id‘ifd^£^^-~i/XU-^U^iXLf'(J~L<d~ " 

— fc*f CL. -<L- mX‘ Jrf'-r'if toiJ^I^L 

37 "_/ 

(£*-/!j l3i (3! 

Sfd'l-^C&irlffitfzLjjdLfjyg/Gd^iCs/ J)l (jUnd*! jif Gsj)/" 

LJk~t'yt/?*yi jjI(& 1 y£BitfZ—lr\fJQr\\f' qJ’?./ ytfcd.G- 

I fj£df.-cj£\eIjf'^'i/l/\X" ^X X 

‘■JfjLl/ftc./•!('UdstjL/^JJ /S"l h 

^ 4_9wA^^ca j 4 (_JI £y£. 4»jJl9 ^ 4_*_c_xvJ ^b^JtJ (j 1_9 I j..o ^ Lo I ^ 

38 

4_L*JI 4j $.L> Lo Jl V jt4_ol_*J ^ j Jl^j 
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J- Jrc3 iS;0?i S^StidU |*/if^^ 39 -^l/b 

:Ut tiJ^ 

Ji/ / *<L-£-C*f lJ\j)\‘£ r £sf iS^l/’Ji)^ ItSdW 

9lfd^cL-J'\ ‘£-(J) J &$Uy'jJ!>'Ujeb I Cl — f \Z*f cl-J&\- st Js* £-iJ\ fit—\i--st 

‘zLi ~£—ijZ ij)J^ J'jCpIl/'i /\c^~1. —/LyJii^i/^ 

4 °-<^&Cj?f £*f C- 

S&7.CL-d$ lS J d£*f lj" J>d J (J r'v Zl l/I j£ d <£- £*/ S6 $ d I 

yj-tz-'^yi^’ Sd^.l\{j l <jfc^jy" l S2—si 

ijr\jtJ&s>\ ,_yulljl_5 ftjJjiJ *jJljj (_y> 4lJI is^ ^ 

j)bi))l‘c[jM)Z r -l<z~l jt i^J* y* ij^ (J/^—U~[^) 

£+f 

£j /*jOs 

(«Tj-«uijl (jUxjXL; j'glll 

( _ f>4?* ./ ^ IJ (X* (Jc) * 4 L I (J*:iy (/ ^it) 

*J'£-Jti!-<Z-\5^'lZZtZ-jyjlglJjLj'& jj»I ijjr 1 1)1 /'ljUl^J > £*f * 

J!\‘<^~ l Cyu^ r t£L~i}\/^!i})d^J!\^X^/‘ >^j\)'/‘jt^7\idjlJbl — f Z+f <Z~ 

43 -^L“>fwL 

eft —bl — fcij^f <£-(“* S(~-^dW 

’• tz. (J d> iJj i) ly j L 

44 {C^j^jj ^a-SU3^*1$ ^JJI ^JlII ^-ll£" (j). 
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‘if<*f\" f» f'c^-{jfj\[j'(LJ) 

(.J$2—.{/jfj}f{J)[k?ijjl/ — f£z—it Ji)\ 

^i/ Jk‘(jtf jV<L- (>/f ** 

U'llSf f-i/l Lf)(JjJ f^fb 

i/bjlf'^>lfi/l‘^i^‘^liifJ? > iy? A fc*f if^l^Ui£U j2}-.j £."■£: ~{j 

ff e-JPf 

[J:f > fiJ\j}\f fj£+f [f j£\s f[Jif 'C —/[// i^c+f j£\s fd\ f-J)l 

-tfyilf"\rb& — /^)[f j)\^f\ klfdl/-J ))f£*/'•{)) 

fL^JiS — fy_fji\&‘yiff* ijt ijji J?\s fiSft) 

45 fC — /j/'^/j)f ijjiff )ij^f^ 

f ^t‘^fi)J'j) ^ ij^lj)l ^fl £*/ f ijt (jil /if* f ijt j^ts\) fd\ (3 i —<^ 
if J"c^l/ (jCCooperation)^^^ 2-~) f lOl^c^ j)\ [$j\)\)j f- jf* 

yi stf^fljfd^gbfffd'/-^ 

fl — fljtlf i‘y!^)ii)h)\ 

ijt J:& f i/i ij‘ tfjfjidi jf) zZj fj <dC\e\f £Lj df> * -C&f if 
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js ice f i ij? f if' f & y_ tf? £ - i Li IjCl^t X L c/ -> J. It' f (f% 

f j>\^\ f ^ylci-Ljy fl.—ff off-^-ff f \ff\}[si j 

i. *♦ 

(X ff&l* [jy j;\ m)\ fji f f; y. tzef jfiS 

£-\j\ ff' i'{$jji f iy ^jy i^i 

flfij^b ju) J~ fj** £~\cP (Divine Commandments)^^! Jl>^ 

(J^* fLi}ls.j)l{}[£l ‘^fil/‘(J^ f 

fulfil 

-(/ yy± r y eJ (J’ f 

ffizLjjfifi- f&fl}".Jy j> 2 ^m>i iSijfi 

— • h ** 

f^ if(J^r*l Jlfil ^ifj>'Ji}fl J?‘Uf JyyZ" 

-cfyffff tz*j}/ > \$^ t j^/) yf*'jt^yy^f-ftf^jt^^iSi —/" 

)} f -/f jj <S /f )t j& <l~ <C~ <l~ t^jif ff i£ ijf \ iJ >d (J C^( 

tf 1 k yf'f 

:ft"Ajljfj?'■/isjf-x'Lls 

L ff \sy fJ "<2_ g J£ ff\-£-jffy.jzL~ f di&jfUi ^JfiSif" ffj 

jtljgf&l <L-ffi\ j>\ jl£! <L~ < ju^lt f if <L-f\jf\ f\ f ^\2ly 
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